
 

 

 

                       

Thursday, Oct. 21, 2021  

 

Merkle’s Mental Health Moment - Celebrating LGBT+ History Month  
Dr. Erich Merkle, Pupil Adjustment Program, Office of Special Education, Akron Public Schools 
October is LGBT History Month which observes lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender history, along with the history of the 
gay rights and civil rights movements. It was founded in 1994 by Missouri high school history teacher Rodney Wilson. LGBT 
History Month provides role models, builds community and represents a civil rights statement about the contributions of the 
LGBTQ+ community. Families and educators can use this month to learn more about gender and sexual diversity, courtesy 
of these resources from the Human Rights Campaign and the Welcoming Schools Project.  
 

Participate in the Ohio Vax-2-School scholarship campaign  
Ohio residents ages 12-25 who have received their first dose of a COVID-19 vaccine are eligible to register in the Ohio Vax-
2-School campaign. The campaign is awarding 150 $10,000 scholarships and five $100,000 scholarships that can be used 
at an Ohio college or university for those interested in career or technical education. The Ohio Department of Health will 
announce the drawing date on Twitter and Instagram. Learn more about requirements, registration and other information.  
 

Learn about Pfizer vaccine approval for younger kids 
The Ohio Department of Health is preparing for federal approval of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine for children ages 5 to 11. 
The vaccine is expected to be authorized in about two weeks with more than 25,000 providers registered to administer the 
shot to kids. Providers will start vaccinating after the U.S. Food and Drug Administration grants approval of the vaccine and 
the Centers for Disease Control releases its recommendations. The state is also partnering with 260 Ohio school districts for 
vaccine clinics. Currently, 43% of Ohioans ages 12 to 17 have started the vaccination process. Learn more.  
 

Stay updated with quick COVID-19 stats 
Review the stats below from the Ohio Department of Health to stay informed on the current COVID-19 cases, 
hospitalizations and vaccination rates in Ohio:  

• New COVID-19 cases– 4,574 

• New hospitalizations – 236 

• Percentage of fully vaccinated Ohioans – 51.28% 

• Percentage of Ohioans who have received one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine – 54.93%  
View the Ohio COVID-19 dashboard.  
 
APS also provides its own COVID-19 dashboard that shows the number of total student cases in the district to keep families 
informed. Current stats show:  

• Student cases – 1.3% 

• Teacher cases - .6%  
View the APS COVID-19 dashboard.  
 

APS is hiring. Apply now!  
There are many positions available at APS. The district is looking to hire tutors and substitute teachers immediately, along 
with bus drivers and teacher assistants. Positions at APS provide an inspirational journey for staff to have a direct influence 
on the lives of our students. If you or someone you know would be a good fit for these positions, apply on our website.   
 

Participate in the Akron Children’s Museum Play at Home Fall Fundraiser  
Akron Children’s Museum is hosting its second annual Play at Home fundraiser on Saturday, Oct. 23. The event is designed 
for all ages and brings a fun party directly to your living room. The evening includes a Party-in-a-Box filled with games, crafts 
and goodies, a special dinner, virtual games and a private front porch photo session. Learn more about pricing and other 
information.  
 

Halloween events for the family  
• Christ Child Society and First United Methodist Church of Akron are hosting a drive-through Trunk or Treat event 

Oct. 23 from 2-3:30 p.m. at 263 East Mill Street. The event is for children ages 2-12. Children are encouraged to 
dress up in costumes. Registration and masks are required. Register here. Contact Brandy Draper for questions or 
more information at 1umcbrandy@gmail.com.  

• Heart 4 the City is hosting its annual free Trunk or Treat event Sunday, Oct. 24 from 5-6:30 p.m. at 954 Eastland 
Ave. The event is for the whole family and includes a haunted school bus, candy and hot dogs.  

• The Akron Zoo is hosting its Boo at the Zoo event through the month of October on Saturdays and Sundays from 11 
a.m. - 7 p.m. Guests are encouraged to wear a costume and trick-or-treat at 12 stations set up throughout the zoo. 
The event is family-friendly and appropriate for all ages. Tickets purchased online are $13 for those who want to 
trick-or-treat, $10 for non-members and $3 for parking. Learn more about restrictions and event details. Get tickets.  

 

APS plus After-Hours Support for students and families 
APS plus After-Hours Support assists students and families with K-12 tutoring and academic support, family support 
services, social-emotional urgent support, technology and Google Classroom troubleshooting. Hours will be Monday 
through Thursday from 4-7 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. It will be closed on holidays. Call 330.761.7943 
for assistance. For more information, visit akronschools.com.  

Educational and mental health resources   

• 5 Things Parents Can Do to Support Learning at 
Home 

• 9 Tips for Parents Navigating Online Learning 

• 22 Remote Learning Tips for Parents 

• CDC: Help Children Learn at Home 

• Online Learning Tips for Families 
 
APS social media  

• Facebook  @akronpublicschools 

• Twitter       @akronschools 

• LinkedIn   @akron-public-schools 

• YouTube  @Akron Schools 

 
 
 
 
 
 

General resources 
• Akron Summit County Library  
• APS Covid-19 Dashboard 

• APS District Website  

• APS Family Resources  

• APS Learning 2020-21 Google Site 

• Get 2 School/Stay in the Game 

• Ohio Department of Education (ODE) 

• Summit County Public Health 

• United Way 2-1-1 Resource Referral 
 
Forms and downloads 

• Help Desk Form 
 

All the resources below have clickable links for your convenience.  

https://www.ohiovax2school.com/
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/vaccine/fact-sheet-covid-19-vaccine-booster-doses.pdf
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/dashboards/overview
https://www.akronschools.com/district/covid-19_dashboard
https://akronschools.com/departments/human_resources/careers___working_for_aps
https://akronkids.org/playathome
https://akronkids.org/playathome
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c4aaeaf2ea4fa7-trunk3
mailto:1umcbrandy@gmail.com
http://heart4thecity.org/?fbclid=IwAR3oncMUDGYf8MjBGlQw7GUaxVAlerqOMfmMdypWkqU7oSxJfBJ2pb3zR0U
https://www.akronschools.com/news/what_s_new/akron_zoo_s_popular_halloween_event
https://www.akronzoo.org/boo-at-the-zoo
http://www.akronschools.com/
https://blog.edmentum.com/5-things-parents-can-do-support-students-learning-online
https://blog.edmentum.com/5-things-parents-can-do-support-students-learning-online
https://www.theladders.com/career-advice/tips-for-parents-online-learning-with-children
https://www.teachthought.com/technology/remote-learning-tips-for-parents/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/children/learning.html
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/homework-study-skills/online-learning-how-to-prepare-child
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/homework-study-skills/online-learning-how-to-prepare-child
https://www.facebook.com/akronpublicschools/
https://twitter.com/akronschools
https://www.linkedin.com/company/akron-public-schools/
https://www.youtube.com/user/akronschools
https://www.akronlibrary.org/
https://www.akronschools.com/district/covid-19_dashboard
http://www.akronschools.com/
https://www.akronschools.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=409163&pageId=11798553
https://sites.google.com/apslearns.org/apsreopening/home-learning-2021-22
https://get2school.org/
http://education.ohio.gov/
https://www.scph.org/
https://www.uwsummit.org/211
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrHNXfRhg7hRsxSqyyi5HbDTHsUSpUqA0PYFgVMh0JNJKd4g/viewform

